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Dr. Elizaheth Quat, President of iProA

The year 2003 was a year of challenges for Hong Kong. It was a time of economic downturn, and the community was
shaken by the outbreak of SARS in March. \We are pleased to report that iProA was able to mobilized its own as well as
its network of resources to contribute to the fight against SARS, while the Association has continued to grow and
develop with success despite the adversity.

More than 100 new members have joined iProA over the past year. iProA now represents 532 professionals,
including 112 voting members. Starting from 2004, voting members of iProA with 4 years of IT experience are eligible
voters of the IT Functional Constituency of Legco.

In the past year, iProA was operating under the leadership of 18-Members of Council and through operate through
the 18 working committees and special interest groups (SIGs) of our Executive Committee, which consists of 42 volunteer
members, consisting of 42 volunteer Executive Committee Members and 3 full time staff members.

2003 Major Events

Major achievements of the Association in the year 2003 include;

* Contributed to the fight against SARS through initiation of the “BrightenHK Campaign”, organized the ‘T in Health Forum’,
and participated in the ‘Net Care Campaign’

Successfully applied for the eligibility of our members as voters of the [T Constituency in the Legislative Council elections
Contributed to the building of a digitally inclusive information society and bridging digital divide through constructive direct
actions through the Web Care Campaign, and founded the ‘Global Alliance for Bridging the Digital Divide’ (GABDD) with
participation from 22 countries

* Participated in the United Nations’ World Summit of the Information Society (WSIS) and World Summit Award (WWSA)
Raised the standard of excellence of the new generation Internet professionals by successfully launched the Intervarsity
Internet Technologies Exposition and Conference 2003 (IiITEC 2003)

Actively participated in governmental and community advisory bodies and contributed in the shaping of ICT (Information
and Communication Technologies) related policies in Hong Kong

Enhanced personal competitiveness of members by successfully organized 28 free ‘Self-Enhancement Workshops' and
Promoted ICT usage and knowledge to the general public via organization of 28 IT Talks in 27 public libraries

Moving Forward

iProA recognizes the digital divide in society and we strive to bridge it through constructive and direct actions. We
believe ICT offers opportunities to people, to solve problems, to enhance business performance, to narrow the poverty
gap,and to build a better world for our next generation. We recognize that there is digital divide between ICT professionals
and non-technical people, non-technical employers and technical employees, ICT service providers and users, as well as
the ICT industry and other industries.

iProA is playing a significant role in proactively forming allies between ICT professionals with government, non IT
sectors, social organizations, and companies, to deliver resources in support to the community and break down of
obstacles to effective communication. We encourage ICT professionals to reach out from their close technical world to
learn, understand and communicate, to practice, to feel, and to care for mankind and our world. We have demonstrated
our commitment to serve the community and to progressively work towards achieving our mission in the past year.

| am very proud and honoured to be part of this energetic and dynamic organization, to witness its rapid development
during the last 4 years, and to having the opportunity to work with a team of highly accountable and responsible
volunteer professionals.

| would like to take this opportunity to express again my thanks to all members of the Council, Executive Committee,
various committees and SIGs as well as staff of iProA for their hard work and contribution to the Association over the
past year. Thanks also go to all our members, volunteers, partners, and friends who have supported iProA. | am confident
that iProA will continue to offer an active, strong, cohesive and sustainable platform, supporting business corporations,
public organizations, and individuals to collaborate in the building of a truly digital inclusive information society.




